
Waller County Fair 

2025 Bottle Calf Rules and Requirements 
 

Eligibility 

• Open to Waller County youth ages 4-8 years old, Participants that are 8 years old and under as of September 1, 
2025, qualify for Bottle Calf   Program, even if they are eligible for 4-H and can show as a Junior Livestock 
entry. You may not show with 4H if you do Bottle Calf. You may not participate in ANY 4H project at WCF, 
if you choose to participate in Bottle Calf Program. Participants must be 4 years old by September 1, 2025.  

• Participants must attend one project meeting between May and September at the fairgrounds. (Must attend one IN 

PERSON MEETING, the progress show, and the Video Introduction Not included.)  

• Meetings dates are on the IMPORTANT DATES DOC. 

• Participant must be able to halter break and lead a calf. 

• Participant must attend the mandatory Progress Show on Aug 2, 2025, to show in the Bottle Calf Show 

• Must pay the $30 entry fee. 

• Registration forms and payment must be turned in on/by June 02, 2025. 
 

Calf Requirements 

• Calf must be born between March 27, 2025 – June 1, 2025  

• Calf MUST be vaccinated at/or BEFORE the Progress show

• Calves must be bottle-fed. 

• Calves can be any gender. 

• If you choose a male calf, it MUST be castrated 

before exposure to any other fair calves 

(BEFORE PROGRESS SHOW) – you will not be 

allowed to enter the fairground uncastrated. No 

testicles! 

• Calves can be any breed (includes exotics) 

• Participants must live in Waller County and feed/care for calves in Waller County and/or must attend a school in 

Waller County. 

• Each exhibitor may show only one calf. 

• You can tag two calves; however, one must be selected by Progress Show. 

• Calf is required to tag in ($10) 
 

Project Requirements 

• Participant is required to keep a record log (Logbooks will be handed out at Registration) Logbooks must be 
presented and signed by a committee member prior to the Waller County Fair Bottle Calf show. 

• A picture of the participant and his/her calf needs to be sent to the Bottle Calf e-mail address for proof of purchase. 

wcfbucketcalf@gmail.com  

• A record book for vaccines, feeding schedules, and training must be kept. Exhibitors will not be allowed to 

place with their calf if their record books are not completed. Parents may assist with record books BUT NO 

MODIFICATIONS TO THE RECORD BOOK TEMPLATE MAY BE DONE. DO NOT SCRAP BOOK.  

• Record books will be kept by MONTH-to-MONTH Basis (committee will provide template) 

• Monthly page each month should include Updated picture, feed receipts/Budget, what your feeding, 

vaccines, one thing we liked, one thing we learned.  

• Entry Form completed and fee of $30 due on/by June 2, 2025. Payments will be accepted via Card, cash or check 

made out to Waller County Fair. (We will only accept card payments on June 2nd) 

• Each child must attend one IN PERSON MEETING, the progress show, and the Video Introduction Not included.  

• First time showman MUST attend the showmanship clinic (Clinic counts as a meeting) 

 

 

 

 



 

• Each child is required to obtain a minimum of two $20 sponsors for our project and the minimum two sponsors 

MAY NOT BE FAMILY MEMBERS OR GAURDIAN. 

• Private sponsorships cannot be solicited on behalf of a child/cow. Must be for the committee 

sponsorship only! 

 

Stalling/SHOW Criteria 

 

• Calve check-in at the fairgrounds on Sunday 09/21/2025 @ 10:00am – 12:00 pm. 

• Calves will be released after the show on Friday when the show commences (time TBD on show day) 

• Interviews will be held during the show. Exhibitors will be asked general questions about the care and 

management, the general condition of their calf, and where it is housed. SEE ATTACHED QUESTIONS. 

• No warts or lice (a pour-on should be applied), and a vaccination program implemented. (This should be in your 

records. (IBR-BVD-Pi3-BRSV) and any other product your vet recommends). 

• Calves should be washed, dried, and brushed - Clipping is optional but it must be done prior to entering the 

fairgrounds.  

• Exhibitors will show in classes depending on number of entries and will be judged on the cleanliness of their 

calf and general handling of the animal and basic knowledge of interview questions asked by the judge. 

• NO SHAVINGS ALLOWED IN THE BARN/NO HAY ALLOWED IN THE BARN 

• As of 2024, Add On’s will not be allowed for bucket calf kids. Work hours will not be mandatory, BUT our 

committee will be allotted extra budget if a group of parents from our program volunteers to help work 

the entry gate one night.  

• Bottle calf committee will not allow anyone outside of the ringleader to speak to children in the ring during 

show.  

• Senior peewee kids will not be able to have a show buddy during the show. 

• Junior/Int kids will be allowed to have their own show buddy during the show. 

• Buddies will be required to follow rules given to them prior to the show, if you need help finding a buddy 

please find a committee member. BUDDY MAY NOT BE A PARENT/GAURDIAN. 

• If you do not arrive ON TIME for progress show or show day, check in, you will be disqualified. NO 

ACCEPTIONS. 

• Disorderly conduct by a child will be dismissed from the show ring immediately for the safety of the child, 

other show kids, and the animals.  

• Disorderly conduct consists of screaming, crying, jumping, running, hitting animals, laying on the ground, and 

any other behaviors that may startle or scare cattle. 
 

Contact Information 

Lacy: Chairman (254)592-1074 

Tamany: Vice Chair (713)732-1703 

wcfbucketcalf@gmail.com 

 


